
Reverend Ralph N. Ferraldo 

Biographical Information 
YEAR OF BIRTH: 
YEAR OF DEATH: 
ORDINATION: 

1943 
1997 
May 10, 1970 

Employment/Assignment History 
5/1970 - 9/1970 
9/1970 - 9/1976 
9/1976 - 9/1979 

9/1979 - 9/1980 
9/1980 - 9/1984 
9/1984 - 2/1986 
2/1986 - 11/1986 
11/1986 - 11/1988 
11/22/1988 
11/30/1988 

Asst. Pastor, St. Mary, Jessup, PA 
Asst. Pastor, St. Francis, Nanticoke, PA 
Catechist, Bishop O'Reilly High School, Kingston, PA 
In Residence, Maternity BVM, Wilkes -Bane, PA 
Chaplain, St. Joseph Hospital, Carbondale, PA 
Our Lady of Grace, Hazleton, PA 
Chaplain, GWV Medical Center 
Leave of Absence 
In Residence, St. Boniface, Williamsport, PA 
Leave of Absence 
Indefinite Leave of Absence, removed from active ministry 

Summary 

On December 3, 1974, Chancellor James C. Timlin received a telephone call from a 
female who stated that her 16 -year -old son had been touched by Father Ralph N. Ferraldo in an 
immoral manner She further reported that Ferraldo had done this to other altar boys and to an 
orderly at a local hospital. The female did not want to provide her name. When questioned by 
Timlin and Bishop J. Carroll McCormick, Ferraldo denied the allegations. He did admit that he 
had older boys visit his room in the rectory, but nothing wrong had occurred. He was asked not 
to do that anymore. Ferraldo thereafter asked for a transfer out of Nanticoke if things were being 
said about him. He was informed that it was their understanding that the talk was not widespread 
and it would be an admission of guilt for him to be moved. 

The caller was subsequently notified of the meeting between McCormick, Timlin and 
Ferraldo. She maintained that her son was telling the truth. She was told that if she wanted to 
pursue the matter, her son would have to come forward and face Ferraldo. Timlin pointed out 
that it was possible that her son was mistaken. 

An October 3, 1985 note in the Diocesan records reveals that an evaluation on Ferraldo 
was undertaken after a report of inappropriate behavior with a hospital patient was received. 

On February 14, 1986, two staff members from Geisinger Wyoming Valley Medical 
Center called Timlin to report that Ferraldo made improper sexual advances against a 23 -year - 

834 



Summary 
old male patient. Ferraldo admitted to this allegation, stating that he did not know what comes 
over him. 

Ferraldo agreed to immediately leave his assignment and not return to the hospital. 
Timlin instructed Ferraldo to make arrangements for other priests to cover his masses and to tell 
them that he was not feeling well. He was further directed to report for evaluation and 
counseling. 

On November 30, 1988, Timlin granted Ferraldo an indefinite leave of absence. 

On May 14, 2002, the Archdiocese of New York notified the Diocese of Scranton that a 
male had reported that he was sexually abused by Ferraldo in 1982-1983 when he was 16 or 17 

years of age. On June 6, 2002, Father Kopacz, Vicar for Priests, wrote that he had spoken with 
the victim and advised him that Ferraldo was removed from the ministry in the late 1980s and 
that he died in the early 1990s. The victim informed Kopacz that he did not report the sexual 
misconduct in order to expose Ferraldo, to embarrass the Church, or, to bring suit against the 
Church. Instead, he revealed the abuse for the sake of reconciliation. 
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